[Ultrastructural characteristics of seminoma and embryonal cancer of the testis].
Twenty-three germ cell tumors of the testis were investigated. Electron microscopic examinations of four seminomas and four embryonal carcinomas revealed cells of different degrees of differentiation. Tumor cells of seminoma acquired the ultrastructural features of the cells of developing seminal epithelium whereas in embryonal carcinoma there was a pronounced tendency of formation of mature tissues of teratoma. These data confirmed the cytogenetic resemblance of seminoma and embryonal carcinoma originating from the seminal epithelium which could undergo malignization at different stages of development. The latter predetermined diverse direction of differentiation in germ cell tumors of the testis.